Tlie E ,e»i»g Sky.-March 15 to April 15. 


. observers of the sky who compare it 
In order that tno ^ ^ nce £ nc [ some little information 
with the star map i may them> j shall every month 

about any obje constellations visible about nine 

o’clock '^alphabetical order, after treating of the Moon and 
Planets. 


THE MOON. 

Third quarter, March 14th ; new, March 20th ; first quarter,. 
March 28th; full, April 5th ; third quarter, April 12th. 


ri^AiiN n, 1 o. 


Saturn is in Leo, near Regulus, and resembles a star of 
the first magnitude. It is one of the largest planets, being 
second only to Jupiter in size, and is nine times as large as the 
Earth. Nevertheless, its distance from the Sun of 880 millions 
of miles renders it a difficult object for close and accurate obser- 
vation. In proportion to its bulk it weighs least of all the 
planets, and is so light that it would float in water. Research 
having shown that its surface, from its specific gravity, cannot 
e either liquid or solid, it follows that its ingredients consist 

nr cated va P ours > which are kept in constant activity by the 

process of cooling. 

a wide j? aturn ' an s y s tem consists of a globe . surrounded by 
. globe in sh nn§ ’ T d accom P ani ed by eight satellites. The 

on its surte'da V 6 ^ an oblate *P^ oid ’ an ? , ' 

the equator wirtT 61 a . nd b & bter bands, generally paralle 
guide we h; lvc ^o ^ cas '°’j a l spots. These spots are the 

e P er *°d of revolution of the planet on 1 


to 


TI-IE EVENING SKY. 


own axis, which appears to be less than 


135 


the Earth, namely, ten and 


a-quarter hours. 


Italf that required by 


The ring presents a unique appearance amour. , 
and even among the stars so far as S - he planets^ 


consists of three concentric rings! of 
known as B, is the brightest. The outside one A 
brilliant, and the inside one, C, is dark ’ - ’ ’ SS 


Drnuciiit, — -v tucuu U11C , v., IS dark instead of light and 
looks like a crape or gauze veil stretched more than halfway 
between B and the globe. It is difficult to trace where C 
begins or B ends, as they seem to merge into one another 

gradually. 

These rings used to be considered solid, then the fluid 
theory held ground for a time, but now the accepted idea is 
that each ring is a collection of independent satellites, each 
revolving round the planet in its own orbit in a period of time 
corresponding to its distance from the globe. 

Sahirn revolves round the Sun in 29J4 years, and as the ring 
is inclined 27 0 to the plane of the ecliptic, it follows that we 
sometimes see the north and sometimes the south side of the 
ring, while midway between each we see the ring edgeways, and 
it practically disappears for ordinary observers. At present we 
see the south side of the ring, but it is closing up, and in 1892 
the edge will be turned towards the Sun. Saturn’s eight atten- 
dants vary in size, the largest, Titan, being not much sma er 
than Mars. No other planet has so large a num er 0 sa 

Uranus, on a fine dear night, is vis.ble to the naked e> > 
size of a star of the sixth magnitude U- 
distance for us to know much about it, b g /7 


miies' l from the 3 S^nTut its globAas^cn found to ^flattened^ 

and to be accompanied by four satellites, two of which ^ 
seen only by the most powerful “ ““^itai motions being 


The 


peculiarity of these moons is in 


retrograde, the only instance 


known in the Solar System. 


isible 


"Jupiter, and Neptune are no, v 

in the evening during this month. 

fixed stars. t0 bc 

Auriga .— Capella is by some ^^tho uj gh others place 
the brightest star in the northern sk> ^ be trans - 
it second to Sirius. Its h & 
mitted to us. 





* : — - 

l3 6 . this constellation is called 

, hrig htest star m uS its position— Wor, 

Bootes .—T e jts na me alway ^ t |ere S fo re , it is the star that 
Arc,Ur0S '»nd *» a g “ a tr"e proper motion, having moved 
a Bear. » *>« a ^„' S diameter stnoe the days o, 

gUard ' A a-half timeS 1 . . 

two ano but 1S p 0Q r in clusters 

H Tt U co"»" sSCVer3lPa,rS 

and nf fioe cluster , Praesepe, is the only distingnish- 

abMeature in this “““''ffflne pale yellow star with several 
P '«>;r f ‘::„ough away for its light to take 

minute attendants. « us> a nd is at present receding 

twenty-six )' earS f '"f six ty-three miles per second. 

A collection of stars, which at a greater 

^r^slm aptly “named than some, but con- 
JZLt of special interest to the ord.nary obse_rven 
Crater is one of several appendages to Hydra. I hat sta 
in the Map which is most westerly is of a most intense and 
curious colour, scarlet and almost blood-red. _ 

Draco— A long winding constellation, always visible. Half- 
way between the Pole Star and y Draco is a nebula by means 
of which Huggins obtained his first gaseous spectrum. 

Gemini.— Castor and Pollux are of the first magnitude, 
Castor is receding twenty-five miles per second and Pollux 
approaching forty-nine. 

Hercules. One of its stars, of a deep orange colour, is 
interesting as occupying that point in the sky towards which 

Argeland SyS ^ Cm ' s * rave ^' n g> according to Herschell and 

of interest to A th7LkeTe US C ° nStellation ’ containin g nothing 

the bottorn^of the resem ^ e p a sickle, with Regulus at 
tude, and used C ‘ ^is is a star of the first magni- 


tude, and used som*^ 016 ^* S ' S a star the first magni- 

fied the place 6 71 t0 be Called Cor Leonis » because it 
-de by the \ • heart in the old drawings of the 
ar| d is leaving i.c ... acien ts. it i s fl us hed w hite in colour, 
rate of twelve to seventeen miles per 

in the 


Lion made \- P aCe ° f the 

avin g us at the 
~ T he star 


second. 

Libra.- 


ma P near the end of the word 


Libra is of a beautiful pale gre e n colour 

among conspicuous stars. ’ * uncommon 

Lynx contains a number of stars with f ew r 

leaders. ,ew con spicuo us 

Lyra. Vega, to some observers, ranks above Capella u 
is pale sapphire, and is approaching us at the rJ" \ 
forty-four to fifty-four miles per second. It has a caJ fr ° m 
smalt-blue in colour. " S a Com P anio "> 

The star just below the name in the map is a double 
double. One pair consists of a yellow and a ruddy star, the 
■other has both white. The former revolve round each other 
in 2000 years, the latter in iooo years, while possibly both 
may revolve round a common centre of gravity in less than 


1,000,000 years. 

Ophiuchus is very barren to the eye, nearly all its stars 

being telescopic. 

Ursa Major. — This constellation extends much further than 
the region occupied by the seven stars so well known to every- 
body. It is curious to find (on the authority of Dr. Mathew, 
1712) that the Red Indians called these stars Paukunawaw, i.e., 
the Bear, long before they were visited by Europeans. The 
Pointer nearest to the North Pole is approaching us at the 


rate of from forty-six to sixty miles per second, but the other 
six are receding at from seventeen to twenty-one miles per 

second. 

Ursa Minor has an exceptionally long tail for a Bear, at 
the end of it being Polaris or the Pole Star, only 1 20 rom 
the North Pole, and getting nearer to it every year un 
2095, when it will again glide slowly away from it 
is an easv double star, being visible in telescopes 


inch. 


principal stars form a Y. 
of telescopes it has a wonderful nebulous re b i 
hidden from the naked eye. 




T TDcrnMB. 


